Testimony in favor of Senate Bill 125

By Rich Hanson Legislative Liaison 
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The Oregon Traffic Safety Education Association, also known as OTSEA, is dedicated to supporting driver education at the local, state, and national level.  Our membership is diverse with teachers from public high schools, educational service districts, community colleges and commercial driver training schools.  
The OTSEA Board and Membership go on record as supporting Senate Bill 125 as it is currently written for the following reasons: 

1. Automobile crashes are the leading cause of teen death and injury in Oregon and the US.
2. It has been demonstrated in Oregon that students who have had driver education have a lower crash risk, that their crashes they do have are less severe, that they are cited less frequently for traffic violations and that if cited they are for less severe infractions.
3. This bill increases access for students to driver ed programs. Students who could not afford a driver ed program will now have more access to a provider because providers will be more amenable to providing driver education in locations that in the past would not have been cost effective. 
4. The Driver Education Advisory Committee has been working for the past several months to revise the Oregon Administrative Rules that relate to driver education.  The concern in the past is that some programs operated in a manner that was not best for the citizens of the state providing programs that met the letter but not intent of the law.  The new revisions will make sure that providers deliver the best curriculum in the most educationally sound manner and that all providers will be held to a standard that is in the best interests of the Oregon teen driver.

5. This helps build the infrastructure for a future when driver education may be a requirement prior to licensing.  

6. It provides options for providers.  As a provider, I can choose to not take advantage of reimbursement, choose to be totally working with students who qualify for reimbursement or somewhere in between.  

We do have some concerns about how commercial schools will manage to keep separate the students that they don’t claim for reimbursement and the students they do.  We want to insure that funds from this reimbursement pool are not used to subsidize their other programs and students that don’t qualify for reimbursement.  In speaking with Troy Costales with ODOT-TSD, he assured me that there are accounting practices and audits in place that will minimize this possibility.  Our fear is that there will be an unfair competitive advantage should this not be monitored effectively or the bill amended substantially to exclude these safeguards.  
All that being said the Oregon Traffic Safety Education Association recommends that you pass this bill as it is currently written.

